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STATE OF ILLINOIS,  
WILL County   ss. REGULAR MEETING 
Town of New Lenox 
 
THE BOARD OF TOWN TRUSTEES met at the office of the Town Clerk at 1100 South Cedar 
Road on May 10, 2012. 

PRESENT: William McCollum Supervisor 
Annette Boyd Clerk 
Martin Boban Trustee 
Barbara Kaupas Trustee 
Larry Wennlund Trustee 

 Michael Hickey Trustee 
 
    

The following official business was transacted: 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

The New Lenox Town Board of Trustees Meeting was called to order on May 10, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. 
by Supervisor McCollum.   

II. ROLL CALL 
Also present: 

Highway Commissioner Dennis McPartlin 
Michael Pascarella, Wennlund and Associates 

   
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion by Trustee Boban, seconded by Trustee Wennlund to approve the April 12, 2012 minutes as 
presented.  No further discussion; Trustee Boban, Trustee Kaupas, Trustee Wennlund, Supervisor 
McCollum in favor, Trustee Hickey abstained, none opposed; motion carried.  

Motion by Trustee Wennlund, seconded by Trustee Boban to approve the April 12, 2012 Town 
Budget Hearing Minutes. No further discussion; Trustee Boban, Trustee Kaupas, Trustee Wennlund, 
Supervisor McCollum in favor, Trustee Hickey abstained, none opposed; motion carried. 

Motion by Trustee Boban, seconded by Trustee Kaupas to approve the April 12, 2012 Road District 
Budget Hearing Minutes.  No further discussion; Trustee Boban, Trustee Kaupas, Trustee 
Wennlund, Supervisor McCollum in favor, Trustee Hickey abstained, none opposed; motion carried. 

IV. SPECIAL GUESTS / PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mr. Mark and Mrs. Diane Batson – New Lenox Area Historical Society 

Mr. Batson advised the Board that this was National Preservation Month. Mr. Bruce Burns, of Burns 
Photography had taken the picture for the poster that was being issued of the Railroad Station.  Ms. 
Batson explained that the Railroad Station is what changed the Township, and shifted the center of 
activity.  New Lenox became a hub.  The Rock Island, Michigan Central, Wabash and the EJ&E 
Railroads were all part of the growth. Noted was the historical fact that the telegraph was housed in 
that station and this was also how the mail was moved until the 1950s, however the telegraph poles 
existed until the 1990s.  

The rail freight system was no longer operating on the rails when Metra rehabbed the train station in 
1977, and has done a wonderful job with the Station.  The Historical Society wanted to present this 
poster to the Township.  Supervisor McCollum thanked the Historical Society, and Trustee Hickey 
accepted the poster on behalf of the Township. 
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V. BOARD ISSUES – ACTIONS 

A. Professional Services Contract: FY 2012 Audit 

 Supervisor McCollum presented the Board with a proposal from Bruns & Bruns for the 
contract to perform the Township’s FY 2012 Audit, containing only a 3% increase over the 
previous year’s contract.  Supervisor McCollum recommended approval of the submittal.   

 Motion by Trustee Wennlund, seconded by Trustee Hickey, to approve the Professional 
Services Contract from Bruns & Bruns to perform the FY 2012 Audit. No further discussion; 
Trustee Hickey, Trustee Boban, Trustee Kaupas, Trustee Wennlund and Supervisor 
McCollum in favor; none opposed; motion carried. 

VI. REPORT FROM TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS 

A. SUPERVISOR 

1. Township-Fire District Recycling Program Cooperative 

Supervisor McCollum reported that the Township and the Fire Protection District 
began discussions about an Intergovernmental Agreement.  The Fire Protection 
District has a Cadet Program, with 16 to 20 year olds students interested in being 
Fire District candidates, and part of their training is hazardous materials.  The 
Township would also continue to utilize the Vocational Student Program for other 
facets of the Recycling Program.  

  2. Public Act 97-0504: Open Meetings Act Training Certificate 

Supervisor McCollum reminded everyone that there is an on-line training program 
that is required of all appointed and elected officials and encouraged everyone to 
take the time to complete the on-line program. 

B. TRUSTEES  

1. Trustee Hickey 

Trustee Hickey reported that he has spoken to a wrought iron fence vendor, and 
one of the problems for Marshall Cemetery is the gates are using the chainlink 
fence as an anchor.  Trustee Hickey would be seeking a quote for wrought iron 
gates across the entire entry.  Trustee Hickey also suggested before the current 
term ends, the Township should consider plotting the southern portion of the 
cemetery so whomever takes over has a fully plotted area. 

Supervisor McCollum suggested an ad hoc committee to deliberate over the 
possibility of having the cemetery listed as a Historical Landmark, and requested 
that Trustee Hickey and Trustee Wennlund consider this assignment, and the issue 
could be placed on the agenda for the June meeting. 

Trustee Hickey noted that the Township had a strip running through a section which 
separates a grouping, 2 graves each.  Trustee Hickey suggested that the Township 
plot/sell locations in that strip to close it so those sites aren’t separated from the 
other graves.  This would alleviate problems, such as a gentleman who purchased 
3 plots, with one separated, could then swap his for 3 plots together. 

2. Trustee Boban  

Trustee Boban reported that the Jobs Announcement Page on the Township 
website was now live.  Trustee Boban urged everyone to help spread the word and 
encourage local businesses and residents to utilize this service. 

Trustee Boban reported that the Annual Clean Up Day was well advertised.  People 
heard about it at the Business Expo, the Newsletter, and from their neighbors. 
Given that the salvage values have risen, some of the disposal items left at the curb 
disappeared.  Trustee Boban wished to give praise to 2 Fire Cadets that helped out 
at the event, and Mr. Gary Cheney from Sharefest helped direct traffic.  Trustee 
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Boban said he believed he would have final figures for the June meeting. 

Trustee Boban inquired into a bill reflected in the late payments report to 
Treadstone Tires, and requested that the Board postpone payment until Trustee 
Boban could review the bill further.  

Trustee Boban also reported that he had met with Highway Commissioner 
McPartlin and a blacktop vendor to discuss the parking lot improvements for the 
recycling area.  He suggested that the Township may need to do this project in 2 
pieces, given the amount of work.  Trustee Boban also advised that this project may 
cost $15-$20,000 for coring and blacktop.  Trustee Boban was interested in 
meeting with multiple vendors and obtaining several quotes. 

Trustee Boban gave a review of the Facility Lighting Fixture Energy Audit and 
suggested that any dollar available would possibly be better spent given the number 
of upfront costs to throw newer fixtures away.  For example, the Road District 
fixtures were only 2 years old.  Trustee Boban said at this time, he doesn’t see the 
need to invest dollars today to upgrade for the sake of upgrading. 

Trustee Boban also reported that Mr. Gary Cheney from Sharefest was trying to 
help raise the $10,000 which represents 1/3rd (one third) of the cost of the 
Household Hazardous Waste event coming in September, with Will County willing 
to pay for the other 2/3rds (two thirds). 

3. Trustee Kaupas 

Trustee Kaupas reported the second filming for TRIAD for channel 6 was underway 
and that 9 new seniors had joined.  This month, there is a presentation on the 
Financial Exploitation of Seniors. 

Trustee Kaupas also reminded everyone that this Saturday was the annual Post 
Office Food Drive, which 1/3rd (one third) of the contributions would benefit the New 
Lenox Food Pantry. 

4. Trustee Wennlund 

Trustee Wennlund presented information to the Board about the ongoing 
disparagement of Township Government entities in Illinois which completely ignores 
the valuable services provided by entities like the New Lenox Township and dozens 
of other Townships in Southern Illinois, which other entities do not cover nor 
provide. While acknowledging the problems in Northern Illinois Townships, Trustee 
Wennlund noted there was a concerted effort to try to dissolve the Township Road 
Districts as well as the Township Assessors’ offices. 

Trustee Hickey pointed out that Townships in Cook County have a distinct problem 
and cannot defend having only 1 mile of road to maintain, with a $1,000,000 (one 
million dollar) budget. 

Trustee Wennlund expressed disappointment in TOI (Township Officials of Illinois) 
in not addressing this problem which would confront all the other Townships in 
Illinois in allowing all Townships to be tainted by the ongoing problems in Cook 
County. 

Trustee Wennlund suggested that the Board consider conducting a forensic audit of 
the services provided by the Township, such as Paratransit, Recycling Services, E-
Waste, Medical Supplies, Food Pantry, etc. in order to educate those individuals 
regarding the value of Townships and the error of their positions. Trustee Wennlund 
hoped he would be able to present research at the next meeting. 

The Willow Road appraisals would be arriving soon, and would be ready to be 
discussed by the next meeting. 
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Trustee Wennlund reported that the small problems with delivering a few of the 
Newsletters was due to the Post office redrawing their carrier routes within zip 
codes.  The Post Office was still struggling with the process but would hopefully 
work out the problems by the time the next Newsletter was due to go out.  

Supervisor McCollum noted that he just received the invoice from Inland Graphics 
and would like to amend the bills to include this invoice. 

C. CLERK 

Clerk Boyd reminded the Board and the Highway Commissioner that they would need to 
pass a Fair Wage Ordinance in June. 

D. HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER 

Highway Commissioner McPartlin informed the Board that next month the Road District Bill 
Statement would reflect $500,000 in bills.  Highway Commissioner also reported that 
another bid was issued and due on May 24th.  The only portion of the previous job that 
wasn’t yet completed was a portion of Banberry. 

Highway Commissioner also offered to the Board and the Historical Society the antique 
Road Grader at the Road District location and the large brass plaque commemorating the 
dedication of the Road Grater, as well as offered the other antique Road Grader in his front 
yard, of the Historical Society would be interested. 

E. ASSESSOR 

Absent.  Clerk Boyd read the electronic report from Assessor Hernandez.  Seniors who 
currently had a freeze received a higher increase than others because they paid on the 
same assessment as last year and others paid on a 5% lower assessment than last year 
with the new higher tax rate.   

VII.  REPORT FROM ATTORNEY 

 None. 

VIII.  APPROVAL OF BILLS 

Motion by Trustee Wennlund, seconded by Trustee Boban, to accept all bills and late bills as 
presented, removing the Treadstone Tires invoice and adding the Inland Graphics invoice 
and approve for payment.  No further discussion; Trustee Hickey, Trustee Boban, Trustee 
Kaupas, Trustee Wennlund and Supervisor McCollum in favor; none opposed; motion 
carried. 

IX. OTHER BUSINESS 

 Trustee Boban wished to inform everyone that the Village of New Lenox is also participating 
in the Vocational Student Program. 

X.  ADJOURNMENT   

Motion by Trustee Wennlund, seconded by Trustee Hickey, to adjourn the meeting at 
8:03p.m. No further discussion; all in favor; none opposed; motion carried. 

 

Respectively submitted, 
 
 
 

    Annette Boyd 
   Town Clerk 
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