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STATE OF ILLINOIS,  
WILL County   ss. REGULAR MEETING 
Town of New Lenox 
 
THE BOARD OF TOWN TRUSTEES met at the office of the Town Clerk at 1100 South Cedar 
Road on January 12, 2012. 

PRESENT: William McCollum Supervisor 
Annette Boyd Clerk 
Michael Hickey Trustee 
Martin Boban Trustee 
Barbara Kaupas Trustee 
Larry Wennlund Trustee 

 
    

The following official business was transacted: 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

The New Lenox Town Board of Trustees Meeting was called to order on January 12, 2012, at 7:00 
p.m. by Supervisor McCollum.   

II. ROLL CALL 
Also present: 

Attorney Cass Wennlund 
Assessor Bonnie Hernandez 

   
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion by Trustee Hickey, seconded by Trustee Boban to approve the December 8, 2011 minutes as 
presented.  No further discussion; all in favor, none opposed; motion carried.  

IV. SPECIAL GUESTS / PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mr. Gary Cheney, Sharefest 2012 

Mr. Cheney wished to thank the Township for partnering with Sharefest and gave a brief review of last 
year and the tremendous amounts of work and how the programs give back to the community. 

Mr. Cheney noted the Board is fortunate enough to have a relationship with the Will County Land Use 
department.  This year, Sharefest collected 2,200 pounds of scrap metal, 73 pounds of Styrofoam,, 
16,000 pounds of electronics, which is four times the amount of last year, and  the equivalent of 2 
semi trucks of household hazardous waste.   

Mr. Cheney presented some options from Will County.  The annual events cost an estimated $35,000 
per year.  One of the options Will County had proposed was, in exchange for  a commitment for 
$5,000 per year from  some Townships, for 3 years, Will County would give a 4 year commitment for 
an annual Household Hazardous Waste event,  with the 4th year being free.  The location of the event 
would be on a rotating schedule. Mr. Cheney said he would help the Township in any way he could to 
try to find some revenue sharing options from other sources to help the Township.  This year’s 
Sharefest will be held September 1st through the 11th, with the main event being on September 8th. 

Supervisor McCollum noted that the Township has participated for the last 5 years and has enjoyed 
being in the partnership with Sharefest. 

Ms. Tina Oberlin and Ms. Rita Facchina, CASA of Will County 

Ms. Tina Oberlin handed out a packet about CASA for the Board to review.  Ms. Oberlin explained 
that CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) is under a national program that was started in 1977. 
CASA’s mission is to recruit, train and support volunteer advocates to speak to and represent the best 
interests of abused and neglected children in the Will County court system.  CASA has approximately 
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104 advocate Volunteers assigned to children’s cases. During the holidays this year, there were 
approximately 15 cases a day of children being removed from their homes due to abuse and neglect. 
There is a fairly even gender split, as well as an even split among the African American children and 
caucasian children.  This year, there were 9 children removed from New Lenox homes. When CASA 
is involved, there are fewer foster placements, and the volunteer works one on one with the child as 
opposed to working in the system, where the child is 1 of 100s.  

CASA receives a small amount from Will County, but the majority of CASA’s funding comes from 
fundraising events and contributions.  Their next fundraising event is the Polar Express event on 
December 3, 2011, with train rides to Tinley Park to visit with Santa, and back home again. 

Attorney Wennlund noted this organization was acting in lieu of a Guardian Ad Litem role and noted 
that CASA saves the system the money of paying an attorney sometimes $95.00/hour as a court 
appointed attorney to serve as a Guardian Ad Litem.   Ms. Oberlin informed the Board that the Court 
defers to CASA in instances where there are conflicting reports provided by other agencies. 

Ms. Oberlin closed by telling the Board that the goal is to heighten awareness in the community of 
child abuse, and encourage participation and support across the county, as well as attract and train 
qualified volunteer advocates to reduce the reliance on shrinking government funding. 

Jeanne Baker, Property Manager for Alden Estates of New Lenox Skilled Nursing Facility 

Ms. Baker passed out some materials on the Alden Network.  The Alden Network currently has over 
20 Nursing Facilities with 8 independent living facilities.  The most recent facility, in Shorewood, had a 
waiting list immediately.   

The Alden Network is proposing a facility on the 12 ½ acres at Independence and Nelson Roads, just 
south of Jewel.  Currently, they are pursuing the licensing.  Almost 7 acres would be for a 
Rehabilitation Center and 6 acres would be an Independent Living Community.  The facility would be 
approximately 119,000 square feet, with 120 short term Rehabilitation patients. 

The proposed Memory Care unit would have 3 wings, designed to take care of people in different 
stages of memory impairment.  Ms. Baker is seeking a letter of support from the Board.  Will County 
has currently issued a letter of “bad need” in support of the facility.  The organization would be 
seeking a tax credit for the housing portion of the facility, however not for the rest of the facility. 

Ms. Baker extended an invitation to the entire Board to visit some of their other facilities in the area. 

 

Supervisor McCollum reported that Mr. Bill Bolker was unable to attend the meeting and inquired from 
the Board if there were any questions or comments on Mr. Bolker’s proposed Senior Housing project. 
A motion was made by Trustee Wennlund to execute a letter of support for the Lenox Place, LLC 
Senior Housing project, seconded by Trustee Boban.  No further discussion; all in favor; none 
opposed; motion carried. 

 

V. BOARD ISSUES – ACTIONS 
A. Annual Review of Supervisor’s Office Personnel Policy 

Trustee Boban noted that the consensus was that there should be wording added into the 
Personnel Policy regarding social media usage by employees.  Beyond this suggestion, there 
are no further changes suggested. 
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 B. New Lenox Area Historical Society Membership for 2012 

Supervisor McCollum presented the Board with the Membership proposal to join the New 
Lenox Historical Society, for $100.00.  Motion by Trustee Wennlund, seconded by Trustee 
Kaupas to join the New Lenox Historical Society.  No further discussion; Trustee Hickey, 
Trustee Boban, Trustee Kaupas, Trustee Wennlund and Supervisor McCollum in favor; 
none opposed; motion carried. 

 

VI. REPORT FROM TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS 

A. SUPERVISOR 

1. FY 21012-2013 Budget Preparation 

Supervisor McCollum informed the Board to expect a first draft of the Budget at the 
next month’s regular meeting. 

  2. Senior Services Center Meals on Wheels Program Cuts 

 Supervisor McCollum informed the Board that the program would be temporarily 
suspending the congregate meals on Wednesdays.  The State of Illinois is in severe 
arrears on funding.   

 Attorney Wennlund reminded the Board that the New Lenox  Township is one of the 
few Townships which was still contributing to this program.   

 Supervisor McCollum suggested that the Township have a conversation with the 
local State Representatives and Senator and ask that the funding for this vital 
program be restored.   

 

B. TRUSTEES  

1. Trustee Hickey 

None. 

2. Trustee Boban   

Trustee Boban presented a copy of the preliminary layout of the Job Bulletin Board 
section of the website. 

Trustee Boban reported he had a conversation with the Highway Commissioner 
McPartlin about the south west corner of the parking lot and what steps and 
measures could be taken to improve that area. 

Trustee Boban also reported that after conversations with Highway Commissioner 
McPartlin, it appears the Highway Commissioner is still using the vast majority of his 
property for equipment storage.  

Trustee Boban wished to note, after discussions with the Board and the Highway 
Commissioner, everyone wished to acknowledge that the employees do a good job 
and a lot of work without a lot of extra dollars and the Board is aware that the staff is 
working harder. 

Trustee Boban also reported that he hoped to have preliminary information on the 
Annual Spring Clean Up. 
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3. Trustee Kaupas 

Trustee Kaupas reported that Operation Santa went smoothly.  Mr. Mike Koslowski 
filled in as an emergency Santa.  Everyone had a great time.  Operation Santa was 
joined by the Madrigal Singers from Lincoln Way.  The visits also included Paradise 
Park.  The New Lenox Lions used the Senior Housing Building as the staging area 
for all the generous donations.  Any donations that weren’t immediately used were 
given to the New Lenox Food Pantry.  This was a tremendous donation from the 
people of the village. 

Trustee Kaupas reported that the Triad Lunch went well.  The meetings will be on 
the third Thursday and moving to the Village Hall, in the hopes of attracting more 
people into the program. 

4. Trustee Wennlund 

Trustee Wennlund reported that he spoke with a couple of surveyors, regarding a 
survey of the Township’s Willow Road property, and the costs vary widely.  He has 
messages out to speak with several others to get further cost estimates.  An 
appraisal is needed and Trustee Wennlund noted he would be speaking to a couple 
of individuals about obtaining the appraisal. 

C. CLERK 

None. 

D. HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER 

Town Clerk Boyd reported on behalf of Highway Commissioner McPartlin who couldn’t be at 
the meeting due to the snowfall, and that all trucks were deployed and working as efficiently 
and as rapidly as they could.  . 

E. ASSESSOR 

Assessor Hernandez reported that the Board of Review decisions notices were going out at 
the end of this month. 

VII.  REPORT FROM ATTORNEY 

 Attorney Wennlund informed the Board that the Willow Road property sale has to be adopted 
at the Annual Town Meeting, and advertised 30 days prior, and requires open bids be opened 
at a regular meeting, and the Township cannot accept any bids unless they are 80% of the 
appraised value. 

VIII.  APPROVAL OF BILLS 

Motion by Trustee Boban, seconded by Trustee Hickey, to accept all bills and late bills as 
presented and approve for payment ($21,140.00 for the Township General Fund, $41,480.42 
for the Road District General Fund and $2,217.03 for the Equipment and Building Fund.) No 
further discussion; Trustee Hickey, Trustee Boban, Trustee Kaupas, Trustee Wennlund and 
Supervisor McCollum in favor; none opposed; motion carried. 

IX. OTHER BUSINESS 

 None. 

X.  EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Semi-Annual Review of closed Meeting Minutes 

 Motion by Trustee Wennlund, seconded by Trustee Boban to move to Executive Session for 
the Semi Annual review of Closed Meeting Minutes at 8:30 p.m.  No Further discussion; all in 
favor; none opposed; motion carried. 

 Regular Meeting resumed at 8:31pm. 
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XI.  ADJOURNMENT   

Motion by Trustee Wennlund, seconded by Trustee Hickey, to adjourn the meeting at 
8:31p.m. No further discussion; all in favor; none opposed; motion carried. 

 

Respectively submitted, 
 
 
 

    Annette Boyd 
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