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STATE OF ILLINOIS,  
WILL County   ss. REGULAR MEETING 
Town of New Lenox 
 
THE BOARD OF TOWN TRUSTEES met at the office of the Town Clerk at 1100 South Cedar 
Road on July 8, 2010. 

PRESENT: William McCollum Supervisor 
Annette Boyd Clerk 
Michael Hickey Trustee 
Martin Boban Trustee 
Barbara Kaupas Trustee 
Larry Wennlund Trustee 
  

The following official business was transacted: 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

The New Lenox Town Board of Trustees Meeting was called to order on July 8, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. by 
Supervisor McCollum.   

II. ROLL CALL 
Also present: 

Bonnie Hernandez, Township Assessor 
Attorney Cass Wennlund 
Amy Ringenberg, in for Executive Assistant Marlene Batson 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion by Trustee Wennlund, seconded by Trustee Kaupas, to approve the minutes of the June 10, 
2010, Regular Meeting.  No further discussion; all in favor; none opposed; motion carried.  

IV. SPECIAL GUESTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mr. Gary Cheney – Sharefest 

Mr. Cheney explained that Sharefest has been working in cooperation with the Township over the last 
4 years and presented the board with a flyer that has additional activities that have some suggested 
activities as well as established activities for consideration.  Some of these events include a Book Fair 
Activity, allowing people to take books home for free, a Toy Drive, Beatification projects, and the 
bottom of the flyer contained some suggested events to be held at the Township location.  Also 
included was a Household Good Collection event benefitting the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation (JDRF), as well as offering to coordinate with the New Lenox Township to offer compost 
bins for sale.  Mr. Cheney noted for the Board that Sharefest could coordinate, bring publicity and 
marketing as well as bring volunteers to the events.  

Trustee Boban informed Mr. Cheney that the Township had an event in May where the Township 
collected paint, batteries and electronics.  Trustee Boban wanted to make sure that any advertising 
made it clear that there was a fee involved.  Mr. Cheney noted that they are charged $1.00/gallon and 
the charge to the resident would only be $1.00.  Trustee Hickey noted that this was still a convenience 
for the residents, and that the rain barrels the Township was selling were far more popular than the 
compost bins. 

Supervisor McCollum inquired if there was a consensus whether the Board would like to coordinate, 
and the Board concurred. 
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V. BOARD ISSUES – ACTIONS 

A. Resolution 2010-05 Intergovernmental Agreement with Village of New Lenox for Emergency 
Assistance 

Supervisor McCollum presented an Intergovernmental Agreement with the Village of New 
Lenox for participating in emergency assistance cases relating to waiving/forgiving fees for 
delinquent water and sewer fees. 

Motion by Trustee Boban, seconded by Trustee Boban to approve Resolution 2010-05, the 
Intergovernmental Agreement with Village of New Lenox for Emergency Assistance. No 
further discussion; Trustee Hickey, Trustee Boban, Trustee Kaupas, Trustee Wennlund, 
Supervisor McCollum in favor; none opposed; motion carried. 

B. Annual Review of Senior Housing Rents 

Supervisor McCollum proposed rental amounts, as per the July Board discussions, $656.00 
per month for a 1 bedroom, and $775.00 per month for a 2 bedroom, with a $25.00 
maintenance fee per month, reflecting a 1.5% increase in the rents.  Attorney Wennlund 
suggested looking at refinancing the existing obligations for the buildings, as the rate is a little 
higher than rates at this time. Trustee Hickey concurred that the Township should probably 
consider this idea.  Trustee Wennlund noted that an increase of 3% at a later time could 
cause disruption if the residents weren’t given an explanation that the smaller 1.5% increase 
was due to the economic situation facing everyone.  Trustee Hickey concurred that the 
residents should receive an explanation that the reduced rate was due to the economic 
realities at this time.  Supervisor McCollum noted it was very difficult at this time, given that 
Social Security wasn’t increasing for the residents. 

Motion by Trustee Hickey, Seconded by Trustee Boban, to adjust the rental rates 1.5% along 
with a letter for the residents explaining the reduced rate of increase.  No further discussion; 
Trustee Hickey, Trustee Boban, Trustee Kaupas, Trustee Wennlund, Supervisor McCollum in 
favor; none opposed; motion carried. 

 

VI. REPORT FROM TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS 

A. SUPERVISOR 

1. Medical Benefits Program. 

Supervisor McCollum reported that he and Trustee Hickey met with Assessor 
Hernandez and Highway Commissioner McPartlin to discuss including both offices in 
the Township quote request for benefits plans.  Also discussed was the married 
versus single person coverage.  Options available for consideration are programs 
with higher deductibles. Supervisor McCollum hopes some questions can be 
answered when the Township checks on the different options available. 

Trustee Hickey voiced displeasure at the arbitrary 35-40% increases from the 
companies prior to knowing where the prices will be.  Supervisor McCollum again 
reiterated that the Township cannot obtain a quote until August.  Trustee Hickey 
noted that the Township could investigate options to change deductibles or policies 
in order to avoid a payroll deduction, but the Township cannot even obtain a figure at 
this time. 

Attorney Wennlund suggested why not have the Township cover 100% of what the 
coverage cost was the previous year. 

Trustee Kaupas noted the insurance companies are unsure of where the costs are 
going. 

Supervisor McCollum reported they discovered a large disparity between a married 
person with full family coverage versus a single coverage. 
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Assessor Hernandez noted that a married couple wasn’t just double the costs, it was 
more.  Trustee Hickey concurred and reported that it was 120% more than the cost 
for single person coverage, with the biggest increase was going from single to 
married. 

Trustee Hickey observed the options the Township would need to look at, for 
instance, less expensive plans with co pays, or cafeteria plans where people can 
pick and choose the level of coverage.   Trustee Hickey also noted the fact that 
United doesn’t cover Silver Cross Hospital, and in this area, not covering Silver 
Cross Hospital automatically makes this an inferior product. 

Supervisor McCollum suggested the Township choose a broker, and go to the 
market for a quote. 

2. Life Safety Program, Building Updates 

Supervisor McCollum reported that 65% of the improvements were completed, 
including new sprinkler heads.  Next to be completed would be the Food Pantry 
ramp and the panic hardware.  Supervisor McCollum also noted that there were new 
exit signs. Supervisor also noted that the Township would be investigating security 
cameras and security locks on the west staircase of the Senior Housing building, 
given the incident at the building on June 30th. 

Supervisor McCollum reported that the standard precautions of having the door 
locked during programs so the architect would be making sure the Township had the 
correct locking hardware so it doesn’t interfere with the life safety requirements. 

Trustee Kaupas reported that some of the residents would like name badges for the 
vocational students so the residents could get familiar with who these people are. 

Supervisor McCollum reported that there was a security meeting with the residents 
and the Village Police Officers about building safety.  The officers lectured the 
residents on how they could protect themselves and complimented the Township on 
having a very secure building.  Costs for new cameras will be on the agenda next 
month. 

Trustee Kaupas also passed on a request for a security fence between the Highway 
Commissioner’s property and the dumpster. 

3. 2010 Audit 

Supervisor McCollum informed everyone that the expanded 2010 Audit was in 
process, and was expected to be completed sometime in August or September. 

4. Summer Business Expo July 24th 

Supervisor McCollum reminded everyone that the Business Expo was coming and 
that volunteers would be appreciated to help run the booth. 

 

B. TRUSTEES  

1. Trustee Hickey 

Trustee Hickey reported that the trees that were stressed last year seem to be doing 
wonderfully this year.     

2. Trustee Boban   

Trustee Boban reported that the Food Pantry donation had been listed on a Proud 
American Days flyer on Thrusday and Friday which was sent to each house, as well 
as publicized on posters. 
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Interstate Battery donated 585.00 to the Food Pantry as a result of the pledge from 
the Annual Clean Up day. 

Trustee Boban also reported on a visit to the Crete Township Recycling facility.  He 
reported that Crete’s facility is a high end operation which is manned by the Lion’s 
club, but noted, while their operation is much larger, there are several things to look 
at within their operation. 

Trustee Boban reported that with 2 mosquito sprayings, the mosquito issue isn’t as 
large an issue as it could be this time of year. 

The Assisted Vocational program is going to be looking to participate again with the 
Township. 

Trustee Boban suggested the Township could offer the paint recycling service with a 
fee, but the Township could consider doing this event again, like in May, if we 
provide the service and absorb the costs. 

Trustee Hickey noted Sharefest only charges $1.00 per can – and if the students can 
consolidate the paints to get the costs down, this could be considered, however the 
costs needed to be closer to zero. 

Trustee Boban voiced the opinion this was a good service, however Trustee Hickey 
pointed out this was a costly service. 

Trustee Boban noted there may be other vendors who will take clean latex paints, 
providing the service.  Trustee Hickey voiced the opinion that individuals would pay 
the $1.00 per can for the recycling. 

Supervisor McCollum reported that the stored cans had been cleaned out of the 
Highway Department property.  Supervisor McCollum also told the Board that the 
Township should consider moving quickly to retrofit the yard correctly for an event, 
given the Highway Commissioner was gracious enough to let the Township utilize 
the space.  

3. Trustee Kaupas 

Trustee Kaupas reported that the TRIAD would be having a Crime Prevention 
presentation, the first one, on August 13th, in the Guy Sell Building.  There would not 
be a meeting this month because of the Senior Fair. 

4. Trustee Wennlund 

Trustee Wennlund reported that Andromeda Technology would be giving a 
presentation during the August meeting to discuss changing the Township’s website. 
Andromeda Technology handles telephone systems, networks, computer systems, 
etc.   

C. CLERK 

None. 

D. HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER 

Supervisor McCollum inquired of the Township Clerk if there was a Highway Commissioners’ 
report from the Clerk this month.  The Clerk informed the Supervisor there was none. 

E. ASSESSOR 

Assessor Hernandez reported that the County would be applying an equalization factor, and 
that all residential properties would be at .0975 of values from last year.  Assessor 
Hernandez also reported turning in 411 Senior Freeze Applications to the County.  Assessor 
Hernandez is also working on measuring additions at this time with 2 field staff. 

Assessor Hernandez also requested if her office could discuss the charges to the Assessor’s 
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office regarding paying half of the paper costs for the copier.  Supervisor McCollum noted the 
intent was to charge her office only for direct costs, and no more. 

VII.  REPORT FROM ATTORNEY 

 None. 

VIII.  APPROVAL OF BILLS 

Motion by Trustee Wennlund, seconded by Trustee Kaupas, to accept all bills and late bills 
as presented and approve for payment ($29,984.90 for the Township General Fund, $137.67 
for General Assistance Administration, $2,006.00 for General Assistance Home Relief, 
$234,768.86 for the Road District General Fund).  No further discussion; Trustee Hickey, 
Trustee Boban, Trustee Kaupas, Trustee Wennlund and Supervisor McCollum in favor; none 
opposed; motion carried. 

IX. OTHER BUSINESS 

 Trustee Boban noted there was a Relay for Life on July 16th, at Lincoln Way West, for the 
American Cancer Society 

X. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Semi Annual Review of Closed Meeting Minutes  

Motion by Trustee Wennlund, seconded by Trustee Kaupas , to move to executive session to 
review minutes and pending litigation at 8:19 p.m.  No Further discussion; all in favor; none 
opposed; motion carried. 

 The Regular Meeting resumed at 8:21 p.m. 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Motion by Trustee Wennlund, seconded by Trustee Hickey, to adjourn the meeting 
at 8:22 p.m. No further discussion; all in favor; none opposed; motion carried. 

 

 

 

Respectively submitted, 
 
 
 

    Annette Boyd 
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